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WAR REFUGEES (RELIEF MEASURES). 


sf ee 


Z's MR. LIPSON asked the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs if his attention has been drawn to the decision of 
President Roosevelt to appoint a War Refucee Board to frame 
plans and inaugurate measures for the rescue, maintenance and 
relief of the victims of enemy oppression and the 
establishment of havens of temporary refuge; and will 
he consider the advisability of setting up a similar board 
in this country to co-operate with the one in U.S.A. 


MR. EDEN: Yes, Sir. I am-informed that President 
Roosevelt has established a War Refugee Board, consisting 
of the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the Secretary of War, The object of the Board, stated in 
the President's Executive Order, is to take all measures 
to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in 
imminent danger of death and otherwise afford such victims 
all possible relief and assistance consistent with the 
successful prosecution of the war, This is an aim in the 
pursuit of which, within the same unavoidable limitations, 
His Majesty's Government have for some considerable time 
past been closely co-operating with the Government of the 
United States, and I am happy to take this opportunity of 
re-affirming His Majesty's Government's earnest desire and 
practical intention of associating themselves with the 
United States Government and with the War Refugee Board, 
in particular in endeavouring to carry out the aims which 
the President has set before it. In this country the 
primary responsibility for refugee questions rests with 
the Foreign Office which acts in close co-operation with 
the other Departments concerned, particularly the Home 
Office and the Colonial Office. As the House has already 
been informed, a Cabinet Committee on Refugees was set up 
some time ago and comprises the Ministers in charge of the 
Departments principally concerned. It is not considered 
necessary to set up any additional organisation, and in so 
far as international action is concerned, it is to be noted 
that the President's Executive Order speaks of using 
existing international organisations, in particular U.N.R.R.A. 
and the inter-Governmental Refugee Committee. This is also 
the policy which His Majesty's Government is fully 
determined to follow. 


MR. LIPSON: Can my right hon. Friend say whether the 
machinery for this purpose, which has been set up by the 
Government is, in his opinion, really as effective as that 
created by the President of the United States, in view of 
the fact that this American Board has a director with 
Special responsibilities in the matter, who is able to get 
into touch with the diplomatic representatives of foreign 
countries? 


MR. EDEN; We think so but, of course, each country has 
its own particular method. 


/MISS RATHBONE: 


MISS RATHBONE: Can the right hon. Gentleman claim 
that a strictly private Cabinet Committee is at all 
equivalent to this American Board, with its carefully 
defined position, its frequent access to the President 
and its executive director? Will he not consider 
appointing somebody analogous to that board? 


MR. EDEN: I have considered it. The hon. Lady 
knows our machinery perhaps better than anyone, and knows 
that this War Cabinet Committee has a responsibility to 
the Foreign Office. We think that, on the whole, that 
is the best way. 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS. 7 CONGRESS HOUSE, 
EUROPEAN DIVISION. — 55,\NEW CAVENDISH STREET, 
ah LONDON, W.1I. 


TELEPHONE: WELBECK I314 
ALE/HL/61~-80, y ‘Slst March, 1944, 


M.P, 


The Rt, Hon, Anthony Eden, M.C., 
reign Affairs, 


tile 
H,M,. Secretary of State for F 
Foreign Office, 


C 
Oo 


The Zxecutive Officers of the World Jewish Congress 
in London direct me ‘to express to His Majesty's Government 
and to yourself their deep sense of appreciation of the 
Declaration which you made in the House of Commons yesterday 
with reference to the unabated extermination of European Jewry 
by the forces of Nazi Germany. 


The’ Executive Officers are particularly gratified 
by your statement that His Majesty's Government are resolved 
in concert with the other Governments and private authorities 
concerned to rescue and maintain all those menaced by the Nazi 
tyranny. 


The 2xecutive Officers welcome most heartily the 
encouragement given by His Majesty's Government to those 
individuals and official authorities in occupied Europe who 
have given aid and shown mercy to the Jews faced with the 
perils of Nazi brutality. The surviving Jews in Europe will, 


with their fellow sufferers at the hands of the Nazis, 

derive comfort and solace from the sympathy ‘shown by 

His Majesty's Government in their hour of gravest trial, 
Li ‘em, BLP, 


Yours. faithfully, 


_— 


pee eee 


A.L. Hasterman, 
Political Secretary. 


Registry — 
No. \/ 


a 
© 


= 
O 
4 
< 
= 
o 
az 
- 
é 


(Doh 6 Maret 
ln] y, 


THING TO BEY WRITTEN 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 


De lie Le 


FF a 16/48 ) isth April, 1944. 


aged: 

I write on kr. tden's behalf 
to thank you for your letter 
ALB/HL/61=80 of the Slst March in 
which you were good enough to 
convey to him the appreciation 
expressed by the Lxecutive 

Officers of the World Jewish 
Congress of His Majesty's 
Governuent's recent declaration 
regarding the persecution of 
huropean Jewry. 


Lous (rut 


Y. 
L $8 soyfee “ttle 


(G.E. Millard) 


Ael. HRasterman, Esq, 
World Jewish Congress 
Congress House, 
55, New Cavendish Street, 
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@ HIS Majesty’s Ambassador . #0 Belgium, 
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and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British....ambassy..%.9..Belgium, 


o..Lowndes..square, 


Reference to previous correspondence: 
F.O0.despatch Noe 52 (W 4731/16/48) of 28 March 
J44 and Mr. Ra 4 6/4 
1944 end Mr andath |S of fentts ES Cl L751/16 ee 


OZ 


\ 
/ 
ie AE: ostre of March 29, 194 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Note Noe 69.500/PR/I/2 Proposed 

of 4th April, 1944, declaration ref. 

from Belgian Minister illtreatment of Jewish 

for Foreign Affairse and other victims in 
Germany and satellite 
countriese 


34794 25019—2 (4) 


Enclosure to Sir Ile Olipha ; despatch Noe 45 of April 4,1944 


Copies. 


— 


Royaume de Belgique 105 Eaton Square, Se Wel 
Ministére des Affaires Etrangérese 


Londone 4, APL e 1944. 
Ce 
69. 500/PR/1/2 


1'ambassadeur, 


J'ai l'honneur d'accuser réception de 
L'office dau 30 mars dernier, No. 20, par lequel 
Votre Kxcellence a bien voulu me communiquer le 
texte d'une déclaration que le Gouvernement de Sa 
‘ajesté Britannique se propose de faire au sujet des 
mauvais traitement infligés par les Allemands, ou 
sur leurs instructions, aux Juifs et autres personnes 
se trouvant sous lew domination provisoires 


Je mtempresse de faire savoir a Votre 
Excellence que le Gouvernement belge approuve 
pleinement le texte de cette déclarations 


Je saisis cette occasion, Monsieur 
l'Ambassadeur, de renouveler 4 Votre Excellence 
L'assurance de ma trés haute considératione 


LE MINISTRE: 


(Signé) P.He 


Son ixcellence 
Sir Lancelot Oliphant, 
Ambassadeur de Grande-bretagne 
prés le Gouvernement belge, 
45 Lowndes Squares ie Welle 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS. CONGRESS HOUSE, 
@ EUROPEAN DIVISION 55, NEW CAVENDISH STREET, 
LONDON: -W.L. 


TELEPHONE: WELBECK 1314 


ALE/HL/61 80, Slst March, 1944, 


The Rt. Hon. Richard K, Law, P.@., M.P. 
Minister of State, 

Foreign Office, 

S.W.1. 


Dear Mr, Law, 


I have great pleasure, on behalf of the Executive 
Officers of the World Jewish Congress in London, in 
expressing their very warm appreciation of the Declaration 
by Mr, Eden in the House of Commons yesterday, with 
reference to the grave position of the Jews in Europe, 
and they wish me to thank you most cordially for the 7-~- 
sympathetic interest and earnest consideration which have 
been so important in making the declaration possible, 


I take the liberty of sending you herewith the 
tatement made by the World Jewish Congress in London 
Pelt palin the Declaration made on behalf of His Majesty's 

Government, 


Yours since Ae 
ava Meese 


hh ee nal 
Political Secretary. 
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Refugee Department 


In the attached draft note for Cabinet we 
speak of the proposed refugee camp in Tripolitania 
being intended (a) to enable clearance of 
refugees from Spain, (b) to ease the 
pressure on Palestine, and (c) to meet @ 


| possible new influx from Yugoslavia. 


In Palestine alone there are 27,000 vacant 
places under the unexpired White Paper quota, 


| of which 18,000 have not yet been allotted. 


: It therefore comes as a terrific anti- 
Climax when your draft note indicates that the 
camp is required fora moderate number of persons 
estimated as from 1,000 to 1,500. 


I fear this rather wrecks the paper as it 
stands. How do we get over it? Should we be 


| right to say that this is the number of people 
| for whom we have to provide in the first instance? 
| If this is so we must certainly say it. 


S 
pe 


25th April 1944. 
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Thank you for your letter of the 4th April 
about the proposal to set up a refugee camp in 
fripolitania. You will hardly be surprised to 
iearn that in view of what seem to us to be the very 
cogent arguments in favour of establishing the camp 
which we have put forward in previous correspondence 
your reply is disappointing to us. Moreover, in 
view of the American interest in the project and 

, aiso of the fact that it was only through the 
intervention of the President that the authorisation 
for the Tripoli camp's counterpart, namely the camp 
at Fedhala in Morocco, was finally secured, we feel 
obliged to consider putting it up for a decision by 
the War Cabinet as soon as possible; we do not fee 
that without such authority we could return a 
negative answer to a request which is clearly 
inspired by the President. In these circumstances 
W@é propose submitting to the War Cabinet a minute 
Siving the pros and cons, and we will send you a 
copy of this in draft. 


If we were in a position to announce the 
forthcoming establishment of the camp, it would 
in our judgment have a considerable effect in 
the United States where, however unjustly, we 
are being blamed for leaving Jews to their fate 
in “urope by our refusal to throw the gate of 
Palestine wide open. 
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| 
p ape Cte ae ane 
( Nizted) Kichard han 


The Right Honourable 
Sir dames Grigg, K.C.B., K.C.S.I., H.P. 
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Need Teck ack, 
thank you for your letter of 

the 24th April about the project 
for the establishment of refugee 
camps in Crrenaica and 
TrPipolitania, The position 
18 that the metter is receiving 
careful study, the reault of 
which I hope to be able te 
communicate to you in the 
future. 


i tandali2 je 


My. Howard Bucknell, Jr 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


OF COS. 


With reference to my letter to you W 5497/16/48 
r the 22nd April about the proposal to set up a 
refugee camp in Tripolitania, I now enclose herein 
for your information the draft of the minute which 


we propose to submit to the War Cabinet. 


af so) be os a2 


The Right Honourable 


as 


Sir James Grigg, K.C.5., 


Note on the 


E.A.W 
hehe We 


In April 1943 the Anglo-American Conference 
met in Bermuda to recommend steps to deal with 
the international refugee question. 
principal problems was (and empha 
is) the establishment of adequate reception 
camps or centres for the temporary rece 
of many thousands of those refugees irom 
German oppression for whose maintenance Hi 

s Government have, in conjunction 


with the United States Government, 


dertaken responsibility. The British 
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Delegation agreed to recommend for re- 
consideration 4 proposal made by the United 
States Delegation tig t a refugee centre should 
be established in Cyrenaica (a similar proposal 
had been made at the beginning of the year by 
the Greek Government but had been 

opposed by the C- in-C. Middle East at a time 


when the area was in,or near the scene of, 
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military operations). At the same time both 


Delegations undertook to recommend to 
their respective Military @uthoriti 

they should authorise the establisiam 

of a refugee centre in North Africa (at 
Fedhala near Mogador) to receive refugees who 
ad escaped from German-occuvied Europe 
into Spain and who constituted a source of 


friction with the Spa nish Authorities. 


/ Resistance 


Resistance to this latter project, however, was 
encountered from the United States Military 
Quthorities. [at the beginning of last May the 
ent of the United States And the Prime 
Minister discussed the possibifity of using 
Sa Slemen/e 


Cyrenaica or Tripolitania as atellite celeonées 


for Jews to take the strain sp ep the(National Jsewigh 


reception centres as ac ntribution to the 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


| . 
solution of the accommodation problem. The 


natter was then dealt / th at a departmental 


level, but in view of the continued opposition 


—~ Ate 
of the United States wipites 'y Qatnorities|a 


recommendation was submitted to the Prime Ministe 
that he should send a personal telegrai to the 
President urging the importance of se uring a 
favourable decision on the Fedhela camp. This 


was done and a reply was received from the 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


President on the 10th 

establishment of the camp 

time recording his understanding 

possibility of using Cyrenaica anda Tripolitania 
for the establishment of similar refugee centres 
was being studied by the British Authorities. 


It was plain that the President regarded this 


latter development as being in the nature of 


i) 


/ a 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


vs 
Lil 
Le 
= 
fr 
> 
Li 
m 
O 
- 
O 
2 
an 
- 
O 
a 


a quid pro quo for his 
upon the United States and 


Authorities to agree to the establishment of 
Morocco centre, to which refugees from Spain 
are now about to be sent. 

The. question of the establishment of 
refugee camps in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania 

Roti iy PS 

was thereupon put up to the Minister ofotste in 
the Middle East. As regards Cyrenaica the 
objections, in particular friction with 
the local Arab inhabitants, are substantial 
but appear to the Foreign Uffice much 


in the case of Tripolitania. The Minister 


[Rest lew re 

of-State and the Military Authorities in the 
heavn (Arrche 

Middle East however, uptretd their objections on 


the ground that though a camp could 


provided it would be at the expense 


the matter was taken up with the War Office 
and finally, in view of direct 
representations from the United States 
of March, personally with 
e for War, who, however, in 

reply maintained the previous military 
ob jections. The reasons for requiring the 
camp, the objections and the overriding 
advantages may be recapitulated. 

derstood by the British and 


/ United 


United States Delegations at the Bermuda 
Conference that they should recommend respectively 
the establishment of refugee centres in 
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania on U! hand 
in Morocco on the other on 4 
administration and maintenance, etc. being 
equally between the two Governments. 
also understood 
American assi 


African camp, 


amp in either Tripolitani 
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Cyrénaica, however, proved 


7? 


supplies 
in the opinion of 


diminished by the fact 
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States co-operation in 


finance, i 


Government ful 


with the Unit: 


rreat importance I he future Already 
arge numbers of refugees are leaving Yugoslavia, 
Lecommodation will have to be found for them 


<3 


/ and 


ana there is the further possibility of an 
reasing outflow of Jews from various points 
in the Balkans. If the Palestine White Yaper 
quota is not to be filled up rapidly with a 
tension at 
efore essential on the grounds 
poliey to neglect no opportunity 
providing alternative accommodation. 
Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Lebanon 
playing their part in accommodating 
numbers >Fugees for whom His liajes 


4 


Governnent assumea responsibility. i1t is 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


the submission of the Foreign Office that 
Tripolitania, too, must be brought into 

the scheme, and that, particularly in view 
of American desires and assurances of help, 


7 


the military objections are outweighed bj 
considerations of general policy and the 
importance of maintaining equal co-operation 


between His Majesty's Government and the 
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United States Government in questions 


Ph 


Note on the Plan to Establish a Camp for Refugees 
in Tripolitania. 


In April 1943 the Anglo-American Conference 
met in Bermuda to recommend steps to deal with 
the international refugee question. One of the 
principsi problems was ( and emphatically still 
is) the establishment of adequate reception 
Camps or centres for the temporary reception of 
many thousands of those refugees from German 
oppression for whose maintenance His Majesty's 
Government have, in conjunction with the United 
States Government, undeftaken responsibility. 


The British Delegation egreed to recommend for 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


ré-coneideration «a proposal made by the United 
States Delegation that a refugee centre should 

be established in Cyrenaica ( a Similar proposal 
had been made at the beginning of the year by 

the Greek Government hut hed been opposed by the 
Commander-in-Chief Middle Bast at a time when the 
area was in, or near the scene of, military 


operations). At the same tine both Delegations 
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undertook to recommend to their respective 
Military authorities that they should authorise 
the establishment of a refugee centre in North 
Africa (at Fedhala near Mogador) to reccive 
refugees who had escaped from German-occupied 
kurope into Spain and who constituted a source of 
friction with the Spanish authorities. Resistance 
to this latter project, however, wes encountered 
from the United States Military authorities. 
After further interdepartmental discuesion e 
recomiendation was submitted to the Prime 
Minister that he should send a personal telegram 


tof 


to the President urging the importance of 


securing a favourable decision on the Fedhala 


Camp. This wae done and a reply was received|from 


the President on the 10th July agreeing to the 
establishment of the camp, but at the eame 
time recording his understanding that the 
poseibility of using Cyrenaica and % 


th esetablishment of similar 


authorities. It was plain that 
regarded this la 

the nature of a guid pro 

in prevailing upon the Un: 


the French authorities to 


Cyrenaica 


appear to the Foreign Office 

in the case of Tripolitania. T 

Resident and the Military authorities in the 
Middle “ast however, maintained their 
objections on the ground that though e cam 
could be provided it would be at the 

of military operational requirements. 
October, the matter was taken up with 

Office and finally, in view of direct 
representations from the United States 
gmbaesy at the end of March, personally with 


Secretary of State for Yar,who, however, 
reply/ 
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reply maintained the previous military 


st 


objections. The reasons for requiringe 
camp, the objections and the overriding 
4. 


advantares may be pecapitu 


United ates Deler 3 f 3@ Bermuda 
Conference that they should recommend respect 
the establishment of refugee centres in 


2 


Cyrenaica and Tripolitania on the 

orpoeco on the other on a basic 
the administration and maintenance, 
shared equally between the two Covernmen’ 


galeo understood that in return for 


pce a eee eae a ee 
an assistance in sec ng the North 


tse . 


importance in order %t: “pain of refuge: 


we should establish a mp in either Tripolit: 


- . Fa . . ‘ nan - warty act 
or Cyrenaica, AY PCeru > novwever pPOVeG 


> 


unworkable, 


>jectione 
Ripping and personnel) 
‘ore 
that complete 
co-operation in all these epheres, 
ag alco in finanee, is assured, Moreover, 
apart from the importance of His 
Government fulfilling their side 
with the United States Government, the 


establishment of e camp is kely to prov 
establist % of . mp is likely to prove 


creat importance for the future. \iready 


r 


larce numbers of refugees are leaving Yuroslavia. 


Accommodation will have to be found for thom 
and there is the further possibility of an 


inereacin= outflow of Jows from various poin 
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Note for the Secretary of State 


Establishment of Camp for Refugees in Tripolitanig 


/ts aw ouhcome 
i + of the 


aw Mint G43 
Bermuda discussions ampeeeynerte 3 bargain was 


struck with the Americans under which they 


| permitted the formation of a camp in Morocco for 


refugees from Spain (which is now on the point of 
receiving its first contingent of about 500 
refugees from that country) on the understanding 


that H.M.G. admitted refugees from Italy into 


peng |Am 


k 


Tripolitania. The proposal was put to the War 
Office ofits raised objections as described in 
attached 
the/note, and has esetirateby maintained these 
objections during be past year. At the meeting 
of the ex Cabinet{ Committee en—t-he—Recention—aud 
dccommedstion of Refugees held on the 14th March 
you proposed and the Committee approved that a 
further approach should be made to the War Office 
to waive their objections. This approach, which 
took the form of a personal letter from the 
Minister of State to the Secretary of State for 
War, met once more with a negative reply and it 
was therefore recommended to Mr. Law in April 
that he should inform Sir James Grigg that in 
view of Fhe patie rican interest in the matter and 
of our undertaking to meet their wishes it was 
proposed to submit the matter to the War Cabinet 
in the form of the note attached to this minute. 
This action was taken on the 4th lay. No 
reply has yet been received from the Secretary 


of State for War and it is therefore suggested 


that the attached note should be circulated to 
the War Cabinet with a view to securing MAX a 


ugfixrmskixvE decision in favour of the 
establishment / 


establishment of the camp as soon as possible. 
If the submission of this question to the 
War Cabinet is finally approved occasion should 
be taken to emphasise the following points:- 
(a) The Bermute undertaking to establish a 
camp in Tripolitania as a quid pro quo 
for the American consent to the estab- 
lishment of a refugee camp in Morocco; 
(bo) The great and increasing interest taken 
in this matter and in general in the 
solution of the refugee problem at the 
highest levels in the United States, 
in particuler by the President and by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, 


WF 


Mr. Morgenthau. This point has 
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received further and quite recent con- 
firmation from Sir Herbert Emerson, 
the Director of the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Refugees, who during his 


recent visit to the United States was 


Board which was recently formed on the 


initiative of the President, whose 
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interest in the Board's activities 
enables it in practice to short-circuit 
even the State Department. 

(c) If we do not meet the United States 
Government's wishes in this matter we 
may find the United States Government 
unco-operative in the later and undoubt 
edly complex phase which the internatio 
al refugee problem will enter after the 


end of the war. 


in close contact with Mr. Pehle, the 
Executive Director of the War Refugee 
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File Number :— 


‘ 


GENERAL. 


i ae : Activities of Wa see Boarde 
eS, lw 5551/16/48 Gommunicates copy of the draft minutes of a meetire 
: a of the Committee on the Reception and Accommodation of 
FROM War Cabinet Refugees held in the Foreign Orfice on Tuesday, the 
Offices 1luth March, to discuss (a) United States funds for 
; (communicated). relief of sews in enemy territory, (b) migration into 
ae Palestine, and (c) settlement of refugees in 
Tripolitania. 
Dated 
Received — | 
in Registry . 12th April, 
1946 
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Number 5552/16/48 


Proposed statement 
FROM ¥ 


var Cabinet 
Offices (Communicated) 
No. 


_by the President on Refugees. 
Communicates copy of a note dated 15th March by 
Mr. Wiltshire, Joint Secretary of the Committee on 
the Reception and Accommodation of Refugees covering 
J.R. (44) 8 copy of Washington telegram No. 1236 (W 3867) giving 


' ZQ £ : 
the text of the declaration prepared by the Director 
Dated of the War Refugee Board. 


Rec elt ed 
in Registry oth April 194 
W : Refugees 


Last Paper. 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


eT 


(Action _ (Index.) 
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Next Paper. 


GENERAL. 


Regisiry Wr 5553 ey 
Sy ~ > >) 6 4 
Number {- itis dh / 4; / 48 


é 


Activities of the War Refugee Board. 


FROMyar Cabinet Communicates copy of a note by Mre Wiltshire, 
Offices (Communicated) Joint Secretary of the Committee on the Reception 
= and Accommodation of Refugees, covering copy of 
No. J.R.(44)7 Washington Telegram 536 Arfar (W 4064) concerning 


the further operations of the War Refugee Board. 
Dated 


Received | 
in Registry Leth April 1% 4 
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FROM His Majesty's 
Embassy to the 

. Netherlands. 

LV O. 58. 
Dated 7th Apr:1944. 
Received 
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German crimes against the Jews. 


Refers to Sir N. Bland's despatch No. 55 
(W 5257/16/48). 

Transmits copy of despatch No. 29 of the 7th 
April to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs covering the 
text of the Statement on the German crimes against the 
J CWS. 


(Minutes.) 
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wy HIS Majesty’s Ambassat 


¥ : LT } mY 1 
presents his compliments to Heller sDeDet.A, 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 
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Viscount Halifax 
(Washington). 
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Altp April, 19h). 
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Activities of the War Refugee Boarde 
Refers to Foreign Office telegram 2,00 


(W 1064/16/48). States that it has been unofficially 
put forward that some difficulty was foreseen if the 
proposed scheme by putting control of the Guarantee 
fund in the hands of the Intergovernmental Committee 
were to result in the exclusion or the weakening of 
the War Refugee Board. Suggests that further 
consideration be given to this point. Adds that he 
will continue to press for an early reply, and Sir 

H. Emerson will seegk to Rehle. 
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THis TELEGRAM IS OF PARTICULAR SECI uC ND SHOULD BE RETAINED 
our ser : 
BY THs AUTHORISED RECIPIENT AND NOT PASSED ON ] 


WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


10.53 pom. 11th April, 1922 
8,20 a.m. 12th April, 191. 
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Your telegram No, 2400, 


While no official reply has yet been given by the State 
Department to representations which I made on the basis of 
your telegram under reference, ember of my staff was told 
informally that some difficulty was foreseen if the proposed 
Scheme, by putting control of the Guarantee fund in the hands 
of Intergovernnental Committee, were to result in the 
exclusion or weakening of the letiaenea of war Refugee Board, 


2. Presumably it would be for the United States 
Government to arrange for suki atantauy liaison between jiar 
Refugee Board and United States Represents itive on the 
Committe ee, but this is a point to which you may care to give 
further consideration, in the meantime I shall continue to 
press for an early reply to your proposals, and Sir H, Emerson 
will speak to Pehle, 


Outs 
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His Majesty's Government's statement to Poland. 
Refers to Foreign Office despatch 118 

(W 4731/16/48). Transmits copy of a note to M. Romer, 

Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, dated Lith April, 

covering copy of the statement reaffirming His 

Majesty s Government's intention to punish outrages 

against Jewish and other victims of persecution at the 


hanas of Germany and her satellites. 
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HIS Majesty’s Ambassador to 
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HIS Majesty's Ambassador ato Belgium 


presents his compliments to HeMe S. (OL So “forPete. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 
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Next Paper. 


GENBRAL 


His Majesty's Government's draft statement on 
refugees. 

Refers to Foreign Office despatch 66 
(W 4731/16/48). Transmits copy of note dated 
lith April to the Czechoslovak Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs covering statement confirming His 
Majesty's Government's decision to punish outrages 
against Jewish and other victims of Germany and her 
satellites. Also transmits copy of reply dated 
lith April from the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


( Minutes.) 


19819 9/39 F.O.P, 


No. 47 (77/9/44) 


. HIS Majesty's Ambassador to %Czechos slovakia 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.SesvP 


Woe lt’ etae 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British... Rydbassy..to..the Czechos lovak 
Republic, 
satan 45,..Lowndes..Square, 
April...1ath... 


Reference to previous correspondence : 
F.O. despatches Nos. 61 (W/ 4731/16/48) 28th 
March,1944, and 66 (W 4731/16/48) of 
Description of Enclosure Avril, 1944. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Notes to Czechoslovak H.M.Government's 
Minister of Foreign statement of March sOt! 
Affairs, March 30th and on punishment for out- 
April iith, 1944. rages committed by 

Germany and satellites. 

Note from Czechoslo- 
vak Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, April llth, 

1944. 


34794 25019—2 (4 


No. 2769/duv/i4. 


His Excelle 
Mr. PHIL 


Sir, 


i have the honour to confirm the receipt of your 
letter of March 30th No 11/:77/2/).4:/ in which you 
were good enough to let me know that His Majesty s 
Government propose to publish without delay a 
statement on behalf of the United Nations concerning 
the punishment of the criminals of the present war. 


The draft statement shows that the United 
Nations propose to reaffirm their intention of 
punishing outrages against Jewish and other victims 
of persecution at the hands of Germany and her 
satellites, though at the same time suggesting that 
good behéviour on the part of the latter or their 
officials may mitigate retribution. 


i have been instructed to inform you that the 
Czechoslovak Government has taken due cognizance 
of the projected statement. In doing so it feels, 
however, bound to observe that it will be for the 
Gzechoslovak tribunals to decide to what extent 
they may consider as mitigating circumstances the 
help which the ctiprits of crimes perpetrated on 
Gzechoslovak territory or against Czechoslovak 
citizens anywhere would grant now, at the last 
moment, to persecuted persons. 


I avail myseif of this opportunity to renew 
to Your Exeellency the assurance of my highest 
consideration. 


n 
> b.Nichols, OoMe Ge »MeCe 
etc. ,etce., etc. 


April Agaric ge 1944. 


(77/7/44 ) 


Sir, 


With reference to my note No.1i1 
(77/2/44) of March 30th, I have the 
honour, on the instructions of His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, to trans- 
mit to Your Excellency herewith a 
copy of the text of the statement 
by His Majesty's Government reaffirm 
ing their intention of punishing 
outrages against Jewish and other 
victims of Germany and her satellites 
as read by Mr. Eden in the House of 
Commons on the 30th March last. 


I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to renew to Your Excellency 
the assurance of my highest 
consideration. 


PHILIP NICHOLS 


His Excellency 
os 


Mr. Jan Masaryk, 
eter, ete, > ete. 


COPY. 


His 


No. 11 March 30th, 1944. 
(77/2/44) 


LI, 


On the instructions of His Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour 

to refer to the declaration issued by the President of the 
United States on the 24th March, conveying a warning to 

the German Government that outrages committed on their in- 
structions against Jews will be suitably punished after the 
war. Prior di the issue of this declaration, to which Your 
Excellency's attention has no doubt been drawn, His Majestys 
Government nad been in contact with the United States 
Government with a view to arranging that the declaration 
should be a joint sg oN -American Soviet document, or at 
least Anglo-American, but President Roosevelt had decided 
to issue his statement independently. Since, however, it i 
clear that His Majesty's Government must be associated with 
a statement of general refugee policy of this character, the 
enclosed draft statement has been drawn up, from which it 
will be seen that His Majesty's Government reaffirm their 
intention of punishing outrages against Jewish and other 
victims offersecution at the hands of Germany and her 
Satellites, though at the same time suggesting that good 
behaviour on the part of the latter or their officials may 
mitigate eventual retribution. This statement has been 
communicated to the Soviet Government for théir concurrence. 
Should, however, such concurrence not be forthcoming in the 
near future, His Majesty's Government would propose to 
proceed with publication without delay. 


I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your 
Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration. 


_ 


(SD) PHILIP NICHOLS 


Excellency 
Mr. Jan Masaryk, 
etc., etc., etc. 
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DORKING AND DISTRICT REFUGEE COMMITTEE. 
5th April, 1944. 
Dear Mr. Touche, 


At the meeting of our Committee held on Monday last I 
was instructed to write to call your attention to the 
Resolution passed on February 29th at a Mass Meeting called 
by the Committee for Rescue from Nazi Terror, and held at 
the Central Hall, Westminster. 


The Resolution reads as follows:- 


"We have noted with deep distress the continued persecution 
and massacre by the Nazis of millions of victims of divers 
nationalities and races. 

We have noted espcially that Adolf Hitler is still 
carrying out his declared policy of exterminating the 
entire Jewish population in all Nazi-controlled 
territories. 

While recognising that a final end can be put to these 
atrocities only by the victory of the United Nations and 
the liberation of Europe, we ask His Majesty's Government 
to speed up measures of rescue for all who can be saved 
and to adopt the principle that, whatever other governments 
may do or leave undone, the British contribution to the 
work of rescue should be the speediest and most generous 
possible without delaying victory. 

In particular, we urge that an organisation with a full- 

time Executive Director, similar to the War Refugee Board 
recently established by President Roosevelt, should be set 
up here, or alternatively that such a Director be attached 
to the existing Cabinet Sub-Committee, to ensure full 
co-operation with the Inter-Governmental Committee on 
Refugees and other bodies engaged upon the task of rescue; 
also that special officials should be attached to the 
British Diplomatic Missions in countries which are liable 


toc? 


Gordon Touche, Esqde, 
1, Temple Gardens, 
London, E-C.4- 


to assist or receive refugees; also that the present 
utilitarian test of usefulness for the war effort 
applied to refugees seeking admission to this country 
Should be supplemented by the humanitarian test of 
Saving the largest possible numbers from Nazi persecu- 
tion". 


We strongly support this resolution, and ask you, 
as our Member of Parliament, to do all in your power to 
Support this, and all other possible steps to rescue as 
many as possible of the unhappy victims of Nazi 
persecution. The possible number becomes smaller every 


day, the matter of rescue is of the utmost urgency. 


On behalf of the Members of the Committee, 
Yours sincerely, 
Edith E. Turner. 
Hon. Secretary. 


Terror 


sent % 
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-POREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


25th April, 1944. 
(W 6159/16/48) 


@ if 
WKQA VOUCKE 
Many thanks for your letter of the 17th April 

enclosing a copy of a Resolution passed on the 29th 
Pebruary at a meeting called by the Committee for 
Rescue from Nazi Terror at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, sent to you by the Dorking and District 
Refugee Committee. You may like to send your 
correspondent a copy of the debate in the House of 
Commons on the ist March in which Mr. Law gave details 
of Government machinery for dealing with refugee 
problems, and Mrs. Lister Turner's attention might also 
be drawn to Mre Eden's declaration on behalf of His 
Majesty's Government concerning the persecution of the 
Jews in Germany and satellite countries made in answer 
to a Question by Mr. Silverman on the 30th March. 


Perhaps I might add that it is unfortunately 
inevitabie that at the present critical state of the 
war our means cannot possibly egual our desire to help 
in this terribly complex and distressing problems which 
has been made particularly intractable by the fact that 
the German Government has consistently rafased permits 
to refugees ftordepart, and has compelled the satellites 
to refuse transit. 


I hope this will give you some material for 
answering the letter from the Committee which I return 
herewith. 


Youre QU 
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BRITISH EMBASSY TO YUGOSLAVIA 
GATRO. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to inform your Exeellenecy, on 
instructions from’ the Foreign Office, that His Majesty's 
Government in the United kingdom propose to issue at a very 
early date a statement on the question of the persecution 

-of persons whose only offence is divergence from Nazi ideas 


r 
in regard to race, religion oY political belief. A copy 


of the draft of this -svavemens is enclosed herein, from 
which you will see that in it Bis Majesty's Government re- 
affirm their intention ef punishing ouvrages against Jewish 
and other victims of persecution at the hands of Genaany 

and her satellites, though i+ is at the same time suggested 
that good behaviour on the part of the gatellite Governnents 
or their officials may mitigats eventual retribution. 


2, In communicating the above draft to your Excellency: 
T have the honour to explain that the circumstances leading 
up to the preparation of the above-mentioned draft statenent 
are the following: - 


3. His Majesty’ s Government have been in touch with 
the United States Government? with a view to arranging buat 
the declaration to be made should be a joint Anglo-American 
Soviet document, or av Least Anglo-American. The 
President of the United States, however, decided himself to 
issue a statement on th 2hth March conveying 4 warning to 
the German Government that outreges committed on their 
instructions against persons of Jewish race will be suitabl 
punished after the war. in view of the issuing of this 
declaration, and of the fact that it is clear that His 

o 


Majesty’ s/ 


His Excellency o 
Monsieur V. Saponjic. 


Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Royal Yugoslav Government. 


e 


Majesty's Government must be associated with a statement 

of general refugee policy of this character, the present 
draft statement was prepared. The statement has been 
communicated to the Soviet Government for their 
concurrence, but shovld such concurrence not be forthcoming 
in the near future, His Majesty's Government propose to 
proceed with the publication without delay, with an 
appropriate introductory explonation. 


h. I have the honour to add, in conclusion, that 
His Majesty's Government feel convinced that the Royal 
Yugoslav Government, in common with the other Allied 
Governuents, will be in general agreement with them in 
the line which has been taken in the present statement, 
and with the terms which heve been used in its draiting. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, 
Monsieur le Ministre, the assurance of my highest 
consideration. 


PHILIP BROAD 
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AMBASSADE DE BELGIQUE 


103, Eaton Square, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


April 20th, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Walker, 


Some time ago, I talked to you about the creation by the 
President of the United States of a War Refugee Board, and 
I’ mentioned that the American Embassy to the Belgian Government 
had asked them to instruct their diplomatic and consular 
representatives abroad to cooperate with the American 
representatives in helping the refugees. 

You very kindly told me what you had done in the matter, 
and, by your letter n° W 5119/16/48 of April Srd, you sent me 
a copy of the declaration made on February 9th by Mr. Eden in 
the House of Commons endorsing the President's proclamation of 


January 2end. 


I thought that you might like to have a copy of the 


circular that our Ministry for Foreign Affairs have sent to 

our diplomatic and consular representatives abroad in this 

connection, and I am therefore enclosing a copy herewith. 
Believe me, 


Yours sincerely, 


E.A. Walker, Esq. 
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case you concur in our reticence. 
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| CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Viscount Halifax 
No. 2055 D. 11.25 am. 23rd April, 194. 


22nd April, 1922, R. 10.10 pom 23rd April, 192. 


E&eesE 


Following from Emerson for Randall. 
[Begins ] 


"Please inform Winterton that our conversations with the 
War Refugee Board are now finished, They have been very 
successful, There has been exchange of letters between the 
Director of the Beard and myself defining respective spheres 
of activity so far as this is possible and giving assurances 
of active mutual ce-eperation. Members of the Beard have been 
kept fully informed and have expressed warm gratification at 
the results, 


Discussions on plan of credit operations are also complete, 
They have been between State Department and War Refugee Board 
on the one hand and myself as Director representing Inter- 
Governmental Committee only. It has been made quite clear 
that I have no authority to speak for the British Government, 
Following results are probable; American Government will take 
up with the British Government question of licences as distinct 
issue. My attitude in discussions was stated in previous 
message, My personal views have been given to the British 
Ambassador and I will explain them on return, As regards 
finance of credit plan there might be difficulties in American 
Government going to Congress for 6,000,000 dollars at the 
present time, It has therefore been agreed, subject to 
President's final approval, that American proposals in reply to 
British offer should be as follows: in the first place, plan 
should be financed up to £900,000 out of Inter-Governnental 
budget provisions of £1,000,000 for operational expenditure. 
If further fimds are necessary 1.G.C. will ask for supplementary 
grants from time to time which American Government will view favours 
in the light of British offer, Next step will be reply by 
American Government to British offer and no action is required 
on this message, which is for information only and intended 
to convey probable deyslopments, 


Myron Taylor has kept in closest touch throughout and has 
given invaluable help. Malin has made a most valuable 
contribution to results. 


Z, My movements are as follows: New York up to 25th; Ottawa up 
» t 28th; then Montreal wmtil I retura by air at the beginning 
_of the month, Malin will be accessible, care of State Department 
ymtil May 8th". [Ends], 
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FROM WASHINGTON TQ FOREIGN OFFICE 
Viscount Halifax D.(untimed) 6th June, 1944. 
Noe 3US9 
6th June, 1944, R.9.45 aeme 7th June, 1944. 

BY OB a be 

Your telegram No. 4446. 

We have been promised a reply by the State 
Department almost from day to day we are 
continuing to press for it and hope to be able 


to advise you very shortly. 
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receipt of your letter 
g 11 declaration with a warning 1 h 
ens and ti J es about their responsibility for 
persecuti f a racié religious and political nature. 
As you are aware, the Soviet Government have 
repeatedly, sometimes jointly with other allied countries, 
published such warnings to Hitlerite Germany and her 
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AIDE-MEMOIRE 


There is enclosed a copy of an executive order 
issued by the President of the United States on January 
22, 1944, regarding the establishment of a War Refugee 
Board to effectuate the United States Government's 
intention to take all measures within its power to rescue 
Jewish and other persecuted minorities who are in 
imminent danger of death at the hands of the enemy. 


In this connection, information as to the 
approximate number of refugees of the several races. and 
nationalities which have been given haven in India would 
be appreciated. It would. also be helpful. to knéw to what 
extent such refugees have recently immigrated to India or 
have been accommodated in India while en route elsewhere. 
An expression of the Government of India's attitude toward 
immigration into India of such refugees, and an 
indication to what extent the Government of India would be 
able to cooperate in an effort to rescue these persecuted 
minorities would be most welcome. 


(Italy. P. s. 


New Delhi, 
February 21, 1944 


TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S EXECUTIVE ORDER 
January 22, 1944 


“Whereas it is the policy of this Government 
to take all measures within its power to rescue the 
victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of 
death: and otherwise to afford such victims all possible 
relief and assistance consistent with the successful 
prosecution of the war. Now, therefore, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and the Statutes 
of the United States, as President of the United States and 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, and in order 
to effectuate with all possible speed the rescue and relief 
of such victims of enemy oppression, it is hereby ordered 
as follows:- 


yee 


le There is established in the Executive Office of 
the President a WAR REFUGEE BOARD (hereinafter referred to 
as the Board). The Board shall consist of the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary 
of War. The Board may request the heads of other agencies 
or departments to participate in its deliberations 
whenever matters specially affecting such agencies or 
departments are under consideration. 


2e The Board shall be charged with the responsibility 
for seeing that the policy of the Government, as stated 
in the preamble, is carried out. The functions of the 
Board shall include without limitation the development of 
plans and programs and the inauguration of specific 
measures for; A. The rescue, transportation, maintenance 
and relief of the victims of enemy oppression, and, B. The 
establishment of havens of temporary refuge for such 
victims. To this end the Board, through appropriate 
channels, shall take the necessary steps to enlist the 
cooperation of foreign governments and obtain their 
participation in the execution of such plans and programs. 


Se It shall be the duty of the State, Treasury and 
War Departments within their respective spheres, to 
execute the request of the Board, the plans and programs so 
developed and the.........e. It shall be the duty of the 
heads of all agencies and departments to supply or obtain 
for the Board such information and to extend to the Board 
such supplies, shipping and other necessary assistance 
and facilities as the Board may require in carrying out 
the provisions of this order. The State Department shall 
appoint special Attache with diplomatic status, on the 
recommendation of the Board, to be stationed abroad in 
places where it is likely that assistance can be rendered 
to War Refugees, the duties and responsibilities of such 
Attaches to be defined by the Board -.in consultation with 
the State Department. 


4. The Board and the State, Treasury and War 
Departments are authorized to accept the services or 
contributions of any private person, private organizations, 


/state 


3 


state agencies, or agencies of foreign governments in 
carrying out the purposes of this order. The Board shall 
cooperate with all existing and future international 
organizations concerned with the problems of refugee 

rescue, maintenance, transportation, relief, rehabilitation, 
and resettlement. 


5. To the extent possible the Board shall realize the 
personnel, supplies, facilities and services of the State, 
Treasury and War Departments. In addition the Board, 
within the limits of funds which may be made available, may 
employ necessary personnel without regard for the Civil 
Service Laws and Regulations and the Classification Act of 
1923, as amended, and make provisions for supplies, 
facilities and services necessary to discharge the 
responsibilities. The Board shall appoint an Executive 
Director who shall serve as its principal Executive 
Officer. It shall be the duty of the Executive Director 
to arrange for the prompt execution of the plans and 
programs developed and the measures inaugurated by the 
Board, to supervise the activities of the special Attaches 
and to submit frequent reports to the Board on the steps 
taken for the rescue and relief of war refugees. 


6. The Board shall be directly responsible to the 
President in carrying out the policy of this Governments, as 
stated in the Preamble, and the Board shall report to him 
at frequent intervals concerning the steps taken for the 
rescue and relief of war refugees and shall make such 
recommendations as the Board may deem appropriate for 
further action to overcome any difficulties encountered in 
the rescue and relief of war refugees." 


THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


New Delhi 
No.60 March 22, 1944 


The Secretary to the Government of India 
in the External Affairs Department, 
New Delhi. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to the Mission's aide- 
memoire dated February 21, 1944 and initialled "J. P. S." 
which confirmed a conversation between Mr. Speer of the 
Mission and Captain Fry of the External Affairs Department 
regarding the extent to which Jewish and other persecuted 
minorities have been given haven in India. An expression 
of the Government of India's attitude toward immigration 
into India of such refugees and an indication to what 
extent the Government of India would be able to cooperate 
in an effort to rescue these persecuted minorities were 
also requested. 


In as much as my government is most anxious to have 
the benefit of the information above described, I should 
greatly appreciate an indication as to when the Mission 
may expect to receive a reply to the questions raised 
in the aide-memoire under reference. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Sd/- George R. Merrell 


Secretary in Charge. 


No e 29-N/44,. 


The Secretary to the Government of India 
in the External Affairs Department. 


The Secretary in charge of the 
office of the Persmd Representative 
of the President of the United States 
of America to India, New Delhi. 


Dated New Delhi, the 28th March 1944, 


Subject:- Refugees in India. 


Sir, 
I am directed to refer to your letter No.60, dated 


the 22nd March 1944, and to enclose a statement showing 
the approximate number of refugees, with their 

nationalities, who have been given refuge in India since 
the outbreak of hostilities. In addition there is the 


possibility of a further liability for 8,000 additional 
Poles, while the advance of the Allied armies into Burma 
may well result in a renewed flow of refugees from Burma 


into India. 


Ze India's refugee problem is probably greater than 

that of any other allied or neutral country, and in the 
light of the present food and accommodation problems and 
the general economic situation in this country, the 
Government of India feel that, despite the utmost goodwill, 
they are not in a position to accept more refugees from 


elsewhere. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Sd/- S.I.Hasan. 


for Secretary to the Government of India. 


BS/28-3 


Statement showing the approximate number 
and nationality of refugees who have been 
given refuge in India since the outbreak 
of the present hostilities. 


Nationality. Number. 


British or British protected. 5,06,991. 
Danish. 20. 
Dutch. 45. 
Polish. 3,052. 
Hungarian. 

Czeche 

Russian. 

American. 

Portuguese. 

French. 

Latvian. 

Spanish. 

Yugoslav. 

Austrian. 

Japanese (British by marriage). 

Lebanese. 

Swiss. 

Norwegian. 

Greek. 

Swedish. 

German JeWe 

German (British by marriage). 

Finn. 

Philippino. 

Italian (British naturalised). 

German. 


Total. 5,10,874. 
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Mr. Hayter, 
British Embassy, 
Washington. 


Gere ee. Hehe wx) 


FOREIGN OFFICE (Refugee Department), 
3, Cleveland Row, 
St. James's, S.W.1. 


f May, 1944, 


Dear William, 

Would you please refer to a cutting 
from the "New York Times" of April 19th 
headed "'Free Ports' to Admit Refugees May 
Be Set Up Under U.S. Plan" and in particular 
to the statements made under ths sub-heading 
"Thousands Reported Rescued", It may 
interest you to know, for the information of 
the Embassy only, that the use of the 
vessels "Milka" and "Maritza" was arranged 
by the Jewish Agency representative in 
Turkey in co-operation with our Embassy, and 
that the "Bglla Citta" was chartered by the 
International Red Cross. 

The references to Transnistria are 


equally untrue. 


12/16/48 ) FOREIGN OFFICE 
(Refugee Department), 
3, Cleveland Row, 
St. James's, 
Se ilele 


Sth May, 19h. 


Dear William, 


WOuld you please refer to a cutting from 
the “New York Times” of the 19th April headed 
"*Free Ports’ to Admit Refugees May Be Set Up Under 
"UeSe Plan” and in particular to the Statements made 
under the sub-heading "Thousands Reported Rescued". 
It may interest you to know, for the information of 
the Embassy only, that the use of the vessels "Milka"™ 
and “Maritza” was arranged by the Jewish Agency 
representative in Turkey in eo-operation with our 
Enbassy, and that the "Bella Citta" was chartered by 
the International Red Cross. 


fhe references to Transnistria are equally 
ntruee 


Yours ever, 


(IeL. Henderson) 
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Number W. 7471/16/48 


FROM British Embassy, Transmits copy of memorandum Noe 4/17/44 
of J.T.A. News regarding the appointment of a 
No. War Refugee Board representative in Lisbon to 
speed the rescue of Jews from Occupied Europe. 
Dated 28% May:1944 


Received Lot h May: 1944 
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J.T .A. NEWS 4/17/44. 


WAR REFUGEE BOARD APPOINTS REPRESENTATIVE 
IN LISBON TO SPEED RESCUE OF JEWS. 


WASHINGTON, April 16. (JTA). The War Refugee 
Board has appointed Dr. Robert C. Dexter as special 
representative in Portugal, Executive Director John 
W. Pehle announced to-day. 


Dexter, acting commissioner for Europe of the 
Unitarian Service Committee, has been in Lisbon since 
the fall of 1942. As special attache to the legation 
there, he will work with public and private agencies 
in developing programs and implementing measures for 
the rescue, transportation, maintenance and relief of 
refugees, according to the announcement, 


Dexter spent three mnths in Europe surveying 
refugee needs in 1940. At that time he visited 135 
countries and was instrumental in securing the release 
of 1,500 prisoners in Hungary. In 1938 he was head of 
the commission for service in Czecho-Slovakia and was 
decorated by the Ezech Government-in-Exile for his work 
with Czech refugees. 


Before the war he travelled in Hungary and 
Rumania and attended many sessions of the Assembly and 
Council of the League of Nations in Geneva. A graduate 
of Brown University, Dexter was for 10 years a social 
worker in the United States and Canada and taught social 
and political science at Skidmore College and Clark 
University. In 1926 he was one of 50 university pro- 
fessors sent to the Hague and Germany by the Carnegie 
Endowment. 
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